Cemetery Deed

Know all men by these presents:

That the Congregation BETH EL JACOB of the County of Polk and State of Iowa in consideration of the sum of _____________ in hand paid by_______________________ of ______________________ County and State of ___________ do hereby SELL AND CONVEY unto the said _________________________ the following described premises situated in THE CONGREGATION BETH EL CEMETERY as designed on the plat of said Cemetery and part of Glendale Cemetery and the same lying in and being in the city of Des Moines, County of Polk, State of Iowa, to wit:

Lot _________ Row__________

It is understood and agreed that this conveyance is made on the condition that the grantee, their heirs and assigns do hereby agree that all burials will be in accord with accepted Orthodox Jewish burial practices.  The body shall be shrouded; only wood caskets will be used; no waterproof vaults will be permitted; no embalming unless required by law.  Burials will be limited to those of the Jewish faith, either by birth or by conversion.  THE CONGREGATION BETH EL JACOB HEREBY COVENANT WITH THE SAID _____________________ that the Congregation BETH EL JACOB has good right and lawful authority to sell and to convey the same; that they are free and clear from all liens and encumbrances.
Signed this _______________ day of __________________ 20____

CONGREGATION BETH EL JACOB SYNAGOGUE

By ______________________________

Chairperson of Cemetery

STATE OF IOWA, Polk County, ss.
On this ________________ day of ___________________, 20____, before me, a Notary Public in and for said County, personally appeared the above named ___________________________ as Chairperson of the Cemetery Board of Congregation Beth El Jacob who is personally known to me to be the identical person whose name is affixed to the above conveyance grantor, and acknowledged the execution of the same as Chairperson as aforesaid, to be the voluntary act and deed for the purpose therein named.

Witness my hand and seal of office the day and year aforesaid.

​​​​​​
___________________________

Notary Public

THE RULES OF THE CEMETERY ARE SIMPLY THAT BURIALS MUST ADHERE TO ORTHODOX JEWISH LAW
1. All buried must be Jewish, either by conversion or by birth (i.e. Jewish mother).
2. Caskets must be of wood construction, NOT METAL.
3. Waterproof vaults are NOT permitted; sectional concrete vaults are permitted but not required.

4. Bodies must be shrouded and prepared for burial according to Jewish custom.

NO TREE OR SHRUB WILL BE PLANTED IN THE MAIN BURIAL SECTION OF THE BETH EL JACOB SECTION OF GLENDALE CEMETERY.  TREES AND SHRUBS MAY BE PLANTED IN AREAS WHERE BURIALS WILL NOT TAKE PLACE ONLY AFTER APPROVAL OF THE BEJ CEMETERY COMMITTEE.
