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Shabbos Challenge II  

ñIt was meaningfulò...ñOur entire family learned and worshiped  

together, it was greatòéñThe food, the fun, the learning and the 
chance to observe a real Shabbat.  It was amazing!ò   

 
Those are just some of the comments from our first ever Shabbos Chal-

lenge held this past April.  Weôre now getting set for Shabbos Challenge II  
a fall event scheduled for November 13 & 14 is getting traction.  This year 

we are inviting the ENTIRE JEWISH COMMUNITY to join us for a wonder-
ful weekend.  SoéSAVE the DATES ï November 13 & 14, 2009 .  Loca-

tions are being looked at right now.   
 

Come and involve yourself in a true Shabbos Learning Experienceé   



Two Miracles ï One Bright Day  
 
Some of you know that for the past 23+ years Iôve 

served a tiny unaffiliated congregation in Mason 
City, Iowa.  Adas Israel is a beautiful little shul that, like 

many, have seen better days when it comes to member-
ship numbers.  Today there might  be 13 Jewish families 
in a city that once had many, many more.  

 
On Rosh Hashanah 5770 we gathered, some twenty

- five strong, for morning services on a beautiful 
Shabbat.  However, the majority of the people in the 
shul were not Jewish.  We lacked a minyan byéone.  It 

was time for the Torah Reading and all I could do was 
stall.  A long service was going to get longeréor very short, very quickly. 

Suddenly the door opened and a man, whom I had never seen, walked in.  
The president, Sam Sofer, went to inquire.  Sure enoughéMr. Wolf was Jewish and 

we could continue.  He was visiting from California and came to town in advance of 
a 60 th  high school class reunion.  ñThis morning I felt that if I did not come I would 
miss so very much.ò 

 
It was a foreshadowing and it was miracle number one.   

But whoôs counting? 
 

It was time for the fourth alliah 
and we called up a man who had 
always declined the honor.  For 

years and years when we called up 
Moshe ben Nick (he did not know his 

fatherôs Hebrew name) he would po-
litely decline and pass the honor.  
But on this day he accepted.  Maybe 

it was the holiday.  Maybe it was the 
feeling of starting a new year.  

Maybe it was G -dôs hand pushing 
him to the bima.  
 
Continued on page 10é.. 

Michael Libbie, Pres.  
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òThis morning I felt that if I did not come   

I would miss so very much.ó 

Adas Israel in Mason City  


